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Reflection 10: Qualities of a Good Material 


Instructional materials are more than just a collection of resources that we 
employ to assist us in our teaching. In other words, it is more than just a 
supplement we employ to ensure that our students comprehend the instructional 
content. Instructional materials in education are materials that help students 
better understand a concept by providing them with additional information. It is 
important to remember that the selection of educational materials to be used in 
the classroom should never be taken carelessly. The question is, how can we 
know which material to choose? How can we be certain that we are working with 
the best materials available to us? It is via knowledge of this that decent 
instructional material can be created. 


An instructional material must not only provide visual reinforcement of the 
subject being taught, but it must also assist students in becoming comfortable 
with the lesson being delivered. The likelihood of learning occurring is low if the 
learner feels threatened at any point during the teaching-learning process. In 
order to do this, we must always keep in mind that the content we utilize should 
be matched not only to the age and level of the students but also to their 
interests. We must ensure that we first understand the circumstances of our 
learners in order to be able to adapt the curriculum to their needs. Because 
students are more likely to recall the main concepts if the information is given in 
this manner, we can be confident that we are only giving them authentic 
material to enhance their learning. 


We must understand the functions of good material. Having a good 
understanding of this is essential in being able to come up with one. A teacher 
must understand that instructional material must be able to aid them in 
organizing the lesson in a way that students can easily follow. With this, there is 
an assurance that a learner will be able to acquire a good understanding of the 
lesson. Having good material inside the class will stimulate a learner’s motivation 
and sensory channels. It would lead to a better grasp of the key concept of the 
materials in class if all of their sensory channels are activated, and that is why an 
instructional material is very much important in the teaching-learning process. 


In ensuring that we only use good quality material, certain factors must be 
considered. As always, the instructional material must always be aligned with the 
goals and objectives of instruction. We must also ensure that we only include 
quality content so we do not teach wrong concepts. The teaching strategy must 
also be taken into consideration before crafting instructional material so that 
both match. If not, not only will the material be useless, but it would also cause 
confusion to your learners because the material cannot be manipulated based on 


the strategy being employed. 


But above all, we must not forget that we, teachers, are the best instructional 
material there is. Therefore, let us not remain stagnant and let us invest in things 
that would not only enhance our skills but will also deepen our professional grasp 
in the academe. After all, we only strive for what is best for our students so they 
will be of great use to our society in the near future. 


